
 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 
“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” w (which means “God with us”).  

1. How does Jesus’ birth demonstrate that God is with us? …his death? …his 
resurrection? 

2. In what ways does Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection demonstrate 
that God is with us? 

3. How is God with us as we continue in the Christian life? 

4. How should knowing God is with us shape the way we live? 

JOSEPH OBEYS THE LORD (vv. 24-25) 
How do you respond to God’s word?  We usually respond by studying it, 
analyzing it, and discussing it in small groups. But is that really the best 
response? Knowing and understanding God’s word is essential, but acting on 
God’s word is far more critical. Mary’s response to Gabriel’s message was, 
“May it be to me as you have said.” Joseph does not have a memorable line 
or pithy rejoinder, but his response is no less admirable. He does precisely 
what the angel tells him. 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 
the name Jesus.  

1. Why is our obedience necessary? 

2. What does our lack of obedience reveal about our attitude toward God? 

3. What motivates genuine heart obedience? 
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If you want to hear two completely different stories, ask Cindie and me to 
describe the same event. We see things differently. We respond with 
different emotions. Pick up on different nuances. And express ourselves 
differently. 

We have an unspoken agreement. If one of us starts to tell a story, the other 
tries not to be too surprised by the direction the story is taking. This is not 
the time to correct the record. We just grin, nod in agreement, and save our 
questions for later. 

In Luke’s gospel, we experience the story of Jesus’ birth from Mary’s 
perspective. The news is sobering but joyful. In Matthew’s gospel, we 
experience the same story from Joseph’s perspective. The news of Mary’s 
pregnancy must have hit Joseph like a ton of bricks. You can imagine the 
emotions he experienced. Shock. Betrayal. Confusion. Anger. 
Disappointment. Heartbreak. Depression. Anger all over again. And finally, 
compassion. 

Even when he has no idea what is going on, he responds with remarkable 
tenderness and compassion. When he finally realizes what is happening, he 
responds with humility and grace. 

JOSEPH LEARNS OF MARY’S PREGNANCY (vv. 18-19) 
We are not sure how Joseph learned of Mary’s pregnancy, but we can be 
pretty sure that it was not from an intimate conversation with Mary. It is not 
like Joseph and Mary were friends in middle school, started dating in high 
school, and then got engaged during their junior year in college. Their 
marriage was arranged by their families. Joseph and Mary would not have 
spent any time together until after they were married. Men and women 
simply did not fraternize—not even when they were engaged. It probably fell 



2. This is the second time Matthew tells us, “what is conceived in [Mary} is 
of the Holy Spirit.” Mary was told, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 
the power of the most high will overshadow you.” The same Spirit that 
brought about the miracle of Jesus’ birth is the Spirit who brings about 
the miracle of new birth in us. God accomplishes what is humanly 
impossible through the power of his Spirit.  

a) How would you describe the significance of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ 
birth?  

b) How would you explain the importance of the Holy Spirit in the life of 
a believer?  

c) What happens when we minimize the Holy Spirit’s role in our life? 

3. God has always revealed himself as our rescuer. He heard Israel’s cry 
and rescued them from their bondage in Egypt. He saved David from his 
enemies. He promised he would one day rescue his people from their 
oppressors. While Israel was waiting for the Messiah to deliver them from 
Rome, the angel surprises us by saying, “He will save his people from 
their sins.”  

a) Why do we need to be rescued from our sin?  

b) How does God rescue us from our sin? 

ONE BIRTH FORESHADOWS ANOTHER (vv. 22-23) 
Isaiah’s prophecy of the virgin birth actually describes a natural birth. When 
he writes, “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14),” he is offering a sign to a faltering king. A young 
woman will become engaged, marry, have a child. By the time the child is 
weened, the enemies Ahaz mortally feared would have been defeated and 
forgotten. When the child was named, Ahaz would remember God’s promise 
to be with his people.  

Isaiah builds on the Immanuel theme for the next couple of chapters. The 
crescendo comes two chapters later when he introduces us to another child 
that would be a sign to us all. 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace…He will reign on David’s throne and 
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever (Isaiah 9:6-7).  

The child born to one virgin foreshadows the child born to another. One was 
a natural birth, the other supernatural. If the birth of one child were a 
demonstration of God’s presence with his people, then the other would be 
an even greater demonstration that God was with his people. 

on Mary’s father to break the news to Joseph. For all we know, he may have 
been every bit as shocked and disappointed as Joseph was. 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her 
husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

1. We learn two things about Joseph. He was “faithful to the law (or a 
righteous man),” and “he did not want to expose [Mary] to public 
disgrace.” The two sentiments are actually in conflict. The law called for 
exposing sin and carrying out its prescribed penalty.  Joseph’s 
compassion for Mary moved him to cover her sin and shame, even if he 
had to bear some of the shame himself.  

How does Joseph’s heart for Mary reflect God’s heart for us? 

2. How does God resolve the tension between faithfulness to the Law and 
compassion for people? 

AN ANGEL INFORMS JOSEPH OF GOD’S PLAN (vv. 20-21) 
Angels play an essential role in the birth of Jesus. While God is entrusting 
himself to an unwed mother and an ordinary day laborer, he is not doing so 
without careful instruction. In Luke’s gospel,  the angel Gabriel shows up in 
person to announce the birth of Jesus. In Matthew’s gospel, an unnamed 
angel appears to Joseph in a dream. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, t because he 
will save his people from their sins.”  

1. The words “son of David” are not a throwaway line. David was Israel’s 
ideal king. While he was far from perfect, a man after God’s own heart. 
God promised David he would establish his throne forever and that he 
would always have a son reigning over Israel. It had been a long while 
since a son of David actually sat on the throne. But Joseph was a son of 
David and part of the royal line. As Joseph’s adopted son, Jesus was an 
heir to David’s throne, and he would be the son to rule forever. Jesus 
received his humanity from Mary. His divinity from God. And his royalty 
from Joseph. Each of his parent’s played an important role. 

a) In what ways was David an ideal king? 

b) In what ways was David less than ideal? 

c) How is Jesus the ideal king? 


